
The Radioactive Trail of Killers and Traitors 
- David E. Scheim, author of the NY Times best seller Contract on America 

(NOTE: Items in blue underline below are web anchor points for versions without footnotes. They are inactive here.) 

This century’s most brazen assassination (reprised March 4, 2018) revealed Russia, in Boris Yeltsin’s words, as the world’s 
“biggest Mafia state.”1 As exposed in the Sir Owen inquest2 and the MI6 probe of the 2006 assassination led by Christopher 
Steele,3 two bungling Russian killers left a radioactive trail of their every step. In Act II of this real life drama, two ineptly 
brash cronies of Donald Trump blaze a trail through the Trump-Russia thicket—right up to the face of the towering bear. 

ACT I: The assassination of Alexander Litvinenko in London, Nov. 1, 2006. A former Kremlin insider, he was a “walking 
encyclopedia” on the Russian Mafia.4 He had been set to testify in a Spanish court about its international crimes.5  

The Two Killers, Lugovoi and Kovtun, left traces of Polonium, 100 billion times deadlier than cyanide,6 at their every step.7 
They also left a video record by choosing a London hotel with 37 security cameras to lure and poison Litvinenko.8 Damning 
testimony also came from 62 witnesses.9 Kovtun, a wannabe porn star,10 told a contact: “I have a very expensive poison.”11 

REPRISE, MARCH 4, 2018, Salisbury, England. Former Russian double-agent Sergei Skripal and his 33-year-old daughter 
were poisoned with nerve gas, both in intensive care.12 A policeman and 18 bystanders were also treated.13 CCTV cameras 
again caught the victims and a suspect.14 Skripal was part of a 2010 spy swap.15 In a 2010 video, Putin vowed that “traitors” 
like him would “kick the bucket.”16 British home secretary Amber Rudd called the crime “brazen and reckless.”17 

ACT I’s Director: A British inquest led by Sir Robert Owen,18 following Steele’s MI6 probe,19 pointed to Vladimir Putin as 
issuing the assassination order. Under him, the Russian Mafia and the FSB—successor to the KGB—had joined forces.20 
“Vladimir Putin’s Russia is a mafia state.”21 Head of the FSB in 1999,22 Putin rose to power after apartment bombings killed 
293, which he blamed on Chechnyan terrorists.23 But FSB agents were caught planting bombs in another apartment.24 Russian 
investigators of the bombings,25 Mafia whistle-blowers26 and journalists27 are among two dozen since murdered under Putin.28 

ACT II: The bungling duo of Trump-Russia. Felix Sater was a business partner of Trump for a decade thru 2011,29 his 
office in Trump Tower.30 Sater met with Trump “on a constant basis,” as he and other sources reported.31 The son of a Russian 
mobster,32 he went to prison for slashing apart a man’s face with a broken glass.33 He later pled guilty to money laundering for 
US and Russian Mafia figures.34 Michael Cohen, Trump’s lawyer and “fix-it guy,” is Sater’s friend since childhood.35 

Sater threatened defrauded business partners, telling one that he would be dismembered and left “dead in the trunk” of his 
car.36 Cohen threatened reporters covering Trump to do something “fucking disgusting” to them to “mess [their] life up.”37 

Telling All. Sater emailed Cohen, Nov. 3, 2015: “Our boy can become President of the USA and we can engineer it. I will get 
all of Putin’s team to buy in.”38 Donald Trump, Jr., 2008: “Russians make up a pretty disproportionate cross-section of a lot of 
our assets.” He saw “a lot of money pouring in from Russia.”39 Sater gave Don Jr. and Ivanka a tour of Russia in 2006.40  

When Donald Jr. emailed “I love it” to dirt offered on Hillary Clinton, it preceded a June 9, 2016 meeting in Trump Tower 
with a Russian lobbyist against US sanctions imposed on Russia in 2012.41 Congress imposed these after the brutal death of tax 
lawyer Serge Magnitsky,42 who exposed a $220 million money laundering fraud tied to the Russian state and the Mafia.43  

Steve Bannon on Don Jr., Sater and Cohen. The Trump Tower meeting seemed “treasonous.”44 The Russia probe was “all 
about money laundering,”45 such as Sater’s “running Russian money.”46 Michael Cohen would be “cracked like an egg.”47 

Act II’s Director. Donald Trump first visited Russia in 1987 as a guest of Intourist, as he related in Art of the Deal.48 It was a 
KGB front.49 His holdings have been awash in Russian money for decades.50 Russian Mob figures purchased the entire 51st 
floor and many other units in Trump Tower.51 In April 2013, the FBI arrested 30 there for crimes run by a Russian Mafia 
boss.52 A bank that was caught and heavily fined for Russian money laundering bailed Trump out from bankruptcy in 2010.53  

The day after firing FBI director Comey, Trump told a smiling Russian Ambassador Kislyak, both shown in a Tass photo (US 
photographers were barred) that Comey was “a real nut job. I faced great pressure because of Russia. That’s taken off.”54 

The Sater-Cohen Ukrainian “peace plan” to curb US sanctions against Russia.55 Cohen delivered it to Michael Flynn in 
Feb. 2017,56 before Flynn resigned as National Security Advisor.57 Flynn pled guilty to lying about talks with Kislyak on US 
sanctions against Russia.58 Caught also with undisclosed payments from Russia,59 he sat next to Putin at a gala in Dec. 2015.60 

In July 2016, Trump aides crippled a GOP platform plank on Russia’s 2014 invasion of the Ukraine.61 The plank urged 
lethal defensive weaponry for the Ukraine. JD Gordon, one of these Trump aides, first denied and then admitted crippling the 
plank.62 Gordon had met prior with Russian envoy Kislyak63 and also with Trump and George Papadopoulos.64 Days after 
Trump aides quashed the Ukraine plank, WikiLeaks began releasing Russian-hacked Democratic Party (DNC) emails.65 

NOTE. Nothing above is from the Steele Dossier. But a quid pro quo it reports fits the events above. Russia hacked and 
leaked DNC emails with “full knowledge and support” of Trump and his team. In return the Trump team “agreed to sideline 



Russian intervention in Ukraine as a campaign issue.”66 Steele had headed the Russia desk for British Intelligence (MI6).67 
Steele led MI6’s probe of the Litvinenko assassination.68 His dossier was initially funded by a GOP anti-Trump group.69 

Postscript. Seen in Trump Tower in July 2016, Sater said his visit was “confidential.”70 His email on having “Putin’s team” 
help “our boy” was noted above. He also emailed Cohen: “I will get Putin on this program and we will get Donald elected.”71 
Russian-generated campaign postings reached 126 million on Facebook alone;72 13 Russians were indicted for such activity.73  

Denials of the Act I/II Directors. Putin mocked the deathbed accusations of Litvinenko against him74 and gave assassin 
Lugovoi a state honor.75 Kovtun also remains free in Russia.76 Lugovoi said the “western mass media” framed him.77 As for the 
Russian media, Putin had shut down all independent TV.78 Trump called press critical of him “the enemy of the people.”79 

Boris Nemtsov, an ex-deputy minister about to lead an anti-Putin rally in 2015, was gunned down near the Kremlin.80 His was 
one of two dozen such deaths under Putin.81 Putin’s press agent Dmitry Peskov intimated that Western agents killed him.82 

On Russian election meddling in 2016 for Trump, per the US intel consensus, Peskov called it “nonsense.” Trump echoed, 
“Fake news! Russia says nothing exists.”83 US intel chiefs were “political hacks,” Trump said, adding, Putin “said he didn’t 
meddle.”84 When Putin “tells me that, he means it.”85  Trump told Fox, “a lot of bad things happened on the other side, not on 
this side.”86 The Russia probe was “a Democratic hit job,”87 a “witch hunt.”88 Putin agreed: it was “bollocks,” a “sensation.”89 

Although Trump traveled with Mafia-linked multiple felon Felix Sater and met with him multiple times weekly, Trump 
testified in 2013, with a straight face, that if Sater was “in the room right now I really wouldn't know what he looked like.”90  

Peskov called the Steele dossier report of “Kompromat” on Trump held by Russia “pulp fiction.”91 But hotel rooms equipped 
with prostitutes and video cameras have been standard KGB/FSB fare over decades for visiting Americans of interest.92  

At a G20 summit dinner in July 2017, Trump went over and spoke with Putin for an hour.93 Only Russia’s translator listened, a 
breach of US security protocol.94 Criticisms of the private chat were a “manifestation of schizophrenia,” said Peskov;95 “sick” 
and “sinister” said Trump.96 Similarly, Tass alone snapped Trump with Kislyak when he called Comey “a nut job.”97 On Dec. 
1, 2016, Jared Kushner asked Kislyak about using secure Russian, not US, channels to receive Russian briefings on Syria.98 

The Radioactive Trail of Killers and Traitors. Lugovoi’s and Kovtun’s guilt in the Litvinenko murder is proved by their 
polonium trail99 and video record.100 The Owen inquest pointed to Putin as ordering the killing,101 his Russia a “Mafia state.”102 

The FBI has been the US’s bulwark against Russia and the Mafia for decades. Trump, however, fired its chief, James Comey. 
Trump called Comey “a liar,”103 his FBI’s standing the “worst in history.”104 Trump said that the probe of Bob Mueller, a 
Republican, the FBI chief appointed by Bush, was the “greatest witch hunt” in US history, “led by some very bad” people.105 

But Trump panders to Putin with effusive, reciprocated praise.106 Trump affirms “a good instinct about Putin,”107 who he adds 
is “sincere” and “insulted” by charges of election meddling.108 Per the noted quid pro quo, Trump has undermined US 
sanctions against Russia and fomented division in NATO. Flynn reportedly had told a business associate that Russia sanctions 
would be “ripped up” by the newly elected Trump.109 Trump grudgingly signed new Russia sanctions passed by Congress with 
a veto-proof majority in 2017.110 But he called them “seriously flawed,”111 and in January 2018 refused to implement them.112 

Trump’s affinity for Putin is natural given the casino world in which he operated and his many questionable dealings with 
Mob-tied figures. These are detailed (see link to sources above) in two dozen media reports,113 e.g. the Wall Street Journal’s 
“Donald Trump and the Mob.”114 Emblematic is Mafia-supplied concrete, rather than structural steel, used in Trump Tower.115 

Trump’s tirades against the Mueller probe and the FBI while pandering to Putin are an outrage. Continued scrutiny of Russian 
influence by the Mueller probe is what stands in the way of a new Putin-Trump world order.116 Russian meddling in US 
elections would continue as our free press would be increasingly vilified. US businesses, like most of those now in Russia,117 
could then also pay extortion fees of 20-30 percent to the Mafia. Thousands of Russian Mafiosi now in the US could grow into 
a full-blown scourge, with our banks drained and brazen killings as of Litvinenko and Skripal in our streets. 

Trump is beholden to Russia given its infusion of cash, including the bank loan noted above that bailed him out from 
bankruptcy.118 Putin’s reported compromising material (“Kompromat”) on Trump squares with the KGB’s use of prostitutes 
and video cameras in hotel rooms and Trump’s KGB-funded trip to Russia in 1987, with many visits there since.119 Putin seeks 
much more than the $130,000 that the indiscreetly brash Michael Cohen volunteered paying to Stormy Daniels.120   

There is certainly no call for the US now, at the height of its power, to emulate Chamberlain’s appeasement of Hitler. Trump’s 
rabble rousing will fall flat as long as members of Congress uphold their sworn duty. The favorite Bible verse of James Comey 
is an impetus for us all: “Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”121 

Please protect the Mueller probe and the FBI by all legislative means at your disposal.  – David E. Scheim, PhD 
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1 This quote has been widely reported, e.g., in Friedman, Red Mafiya, Kindle Loc. 140-45; New Republic, July 13, 2017, “Trump’s Russian 
Laundromat”; Shekhovtsov, Russia and the Western Far Right, p. xix, citing Marina Martynova, Politicheskaya elita Rossii na rubezhe XXI 
veka (Arkhangelsk: Pomorskiy gosudarstvenny universitet, 2001), p. 169. Yeltsin added that post-Communist Russia was “the superpower 
of crime.” For post-Communist Russia as a “Mafiocracy,” see also Galeolti, Mark, “Crime, Corruption and the Law,” pp. 135-150 in 
Bowker and Ross, eds., Russia after the Cold War (“Towards a Mafiocracy,” p. 148). 
2 See note below for “a British inquest led by Sir Robert Owen.” 
3 Washington Post, Feb. 6, 2018, “Hero or hired gun: How a British former spy became a flash point in the Russia investigation”; Harding, 
Collusion, Kindle Loc. 175-82. See also Harding, A Very Expensive Poison, Kindle Loc. 2673-75, 5014-16. 
4 Luke Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 115-126 for the quote; for more on Litvinenko’s period as a Kremlin insider and his commanding 
knowledge of Russian organized crime: Loc. 158-211, 266-68, 427-29, 453-57, 466-69, 609-14, 668-79, 745-51, 833-9, 841-45, 1809-12. 
As Harding summarized in Collusion, Loc. 172-75: Litvinenko’s “thesis was later cited in leaked U.S. diplomatic cables out of Madrid. It 
said the Kremlin, its well-resourced spy agencies, and the Russian mafia had merged. In effect, they formed a single criminal entity, a mafia 
state.” 
5 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 869-939, see also Loc. 2440-49. 
6 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 1028-33, 2151-54. The only facility in the world that produced polonium in the quantity used in the 
Litvinenko killing was in Russia. Other facilities around the world produced only quantities of the material about 20,000 times smaller 
(Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 2151-59, 2170-80, 2262-65). 
7 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 1036-43, 1091-98, 1104, 1123-25, 1127-31, 1133-36, 1177-79, 1214-15, 1231-40, 1243-46, 1382-87,  
1509-16,  1636-52, 2404-11, 2499-2500, 2507-10,  2599-66, 2689-94, 4195-4200, 4210-11, 5114-18. 
8 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 1462-87, 1509-16,  1519-23, 1851-52, 2424-26, 4203-4, 5195-8, 5287-8. Russian dissident Boris 
Nemtsov was gunned down near the Kremlin on February 27, 2015 (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 4396-4479) in an area highly 
protected by Russian security forces, also with many CCTV cameras nearby (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 4453-59). But Russian 
officials who investigated the murder told the press that these cameras somehow hadn’t been working when Nemtsov was gunned down 
(Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 4493-95). 
9 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 5186-91; see also Loc. 1050-81, 1408-23, 2541-44, 5092-95. 
10 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 1253-59, 1303-7. 
11 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. , Loc. 1418-23. 
12 The Guardian (UK), March 7, 2018, “Sergei Skripal was deliberately poisoned with nerve agent, say police”; Washington Post, March 6, 
2018, “Former Russian spy critically ill in Britain after suspected poisoning” 
13 As cited in the note above; also The Guardian (UK), March 8, 2018. “Russian spy attack; police officer left ill named as DS Nick 
Bailey.” 
14 Washington Post, March 7, 2018 (AP), “UK authorities to reveal more in Russian ex-spy case”; The Guardian (UK), March 6, 2018, 
“Woman in Russian spy mystery is Sergei Skripal's daughter”; The Guardian (UK), March 7, 2018, “Sergei Skripal was deliberately 
poisoned with nerve agent, say police”; Washington Post, March 6, 2018, “Former Russian spy critically ill in Britain after suspected 
poisoning” 
15 The Guardian (UK), March 6, 2018, “Woman in Russian spy mystery is Sergei Skripal's daughter.” 



                                                                                                                                                                                             
16 The Telegraph (UK), March 7, 2018, “'Traitors will kick the bucket': Vladimir Putin swore revenge on poisoned Russian spy Sergei 
Skripal”; for video, see express.co.uk, March 7, 2018, “Shocking clip of Putin threat to 'CHOKE traitors' emerges after ‘attack’ on Russian 
ex-spy,” https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/927682/vladimir-putin-russia-sergei-skripal-spy-fsb-anna-chapman-bbc-newsnight; The 
Sun (UK), “Chilling video clip of Vladimir Putin threat to ‘CHOKE traitors’ emerges after ‘attack’ on Russian ex-spy Sergei Skripal,” 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/5735518/vladimir-putin-choke-traitors-video-russian-spy-sergei-skripal-poisoning/. 
17 The Guardian (UK), March 7, 2018, “Sergei Skripal was deliberately poisoned with nerve agent, say police”; BBC News, March 8, 2018, 
“Russian Spy: Salisbury attack was 'brazen and reckless.'” Home secretary Rudd also called the poisoning “an outrageous crime.” 
18 The inquiry was conducted in January thru July, 2015, its report issued on January 21, 2016 (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 3960-3, 
4207-8). See the report and exhibits from the inquiry at its website, www.litvinenkoinquiry.org.  
19 See note 3 above. 
20 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 453-57, 668-79, 890-940, 2912-13, 3961-62, 4048-50, 4066-76; also Loc. 158-68, 195-201, 554-56, 
643-47, 1540-42, 1878-88, 2792-95, 3864-68, 4004-5. For the FSB as successor to the KGB, Harding, Expelled, Kindle Loc. 191-95, 225-
28, 245-47, 2756-60. 
21 From the testimony of the Owen inquest of Ben Emmerson, counsel for Litvinenko’s wife, Marina, from his testimony at the Owen 
inquest (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 3961-2, 4048-50, 4066-80, 4094-98). See note below for “The Owen inquest pointed to Putin as 
ordering the killing, his Russia a “Mafia state.” Others with close knowledge of Russian organized crime who have declared Russia to be in 
effect a Mafia state include Litvinenko (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 668-79, 4917-24; see footnote #1 above),  Boris Yeltsin, as 
quoted above; Jose Grinda Gonzales, a special prosecutor in Spain who handled an extensive series of court cases involving Russian Mafia 
activity in Spain (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 890-95, 2911-26); Boris Nemtsov, the former Russian deputy minister and Putin critic 
who was gunned down near the Kremlin on February 27, 2015, about to lead an anti-Putin rally (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 4396-
4479), his allegations of Russian state and Putin links to the Mafia cited above (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 4503-7); and Garry 
Kasparov, the former Russian chess champion who became Russian pro-democracy activist: “If you really want to understand the Putin 
regime in depth . . . go directly to the fiction department and take home everything you can find by Mario Puzo” (Harding, Expelled, Kindle 
Loc. 405-6, 554-62). 
22 See Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 410-417. 
23 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 654-57, 667-68. Putin rose to power from chief of the FSB in 1998, Prime Minister in 1999 and then 
President 2000 (Harding, Expelled, Loc. 264-67, 282-84). 
24 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 657-68. See the exceptionally detailed and well sourced Wikipedia entry, “Russian apartment 
bombings,” last modified 2-14-2018, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?%20title=Russian_apartment_bombings&oldid=825653513.  
For the Russian FSB, successor to the KGB, as a terrorist organization, Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 633-47, 668-79. 
25 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 684-700; see Wikipedia, “Russian apartment bombings,” as cited above, section on “Attempts at an 
independent investigation.” 
26 Another such victim in addition to Litvinenko was Alex Perepilichnyy, fatally poisoned on November 10, 2012, who was telling 
investigators of a money laundering ring involving the Russian mafia and state. He had agreed to testify in a trial in Switzerland about the 
$220 million state-backed money laundering fraud that Serge Magnitsky had uncovered (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 3242-67, 3330-
80, 3402-24, 5334-36). Boris Nemtsov, the former Russian deputy minister, alleged links of Putin with a Russian Mafia gang (Harding, 
Expensive Poison, Loc. 4503-7). He was gunned down near the Kremlin on February 27, 2015, about to lead an anti-Putin rally (Harding, 
Expensive Poison, Loc. 4396-4479). 
27 E.g., the investigative journalist and vocal Putin critic Anna Politkovskaya, shot dead in the stairwell of her Moscow apartment in 
October 2006 after having survived a non-lethal poisoning in 2004 (Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 971-2, 1813-21). More generally, see 
Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 3985-88.  A Washington Post editorial, Jan. 20, 2009, “Two More Critics of Vladimir Putin Take Bullets 
in the Head,” notes that  Stanislav Markelov, a human rights lawyer, and Anastasia Baburova, a journalist, both critics of Putin, were both 
shot in the head in broad daylight by an unknown, masked assailant within a mile from the Kremlin. 
28 Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc. 3985-88; Washington Post, March 6, 2018, “The long, terrifying history of Russian dissidents being 
poisoned abroad”; Buzzfeed, June 15, 2017, “From Russia With Blood,” Part Two of a six-part investigation; NY Times, Aug. 20, 2016, 
“More of Kremlin’s Opponents Are Ending Up Dead.” Russia is under suspicion for possible culpability in 14 deaths in the UK alone 
(BBC, March 7, 2018, “Sergei Skripal and the 14 deaths under scrutiny.”) See Rebecca Favret, “Back to the Bad Old Days: President 
Putin's Hold on Free Speech in the Russian Federation,” Richmond Journal of Global Law and Business, vol. 12, p. 299-315 (2013). Favret 
writes (pp. 301-2), “Putin has pushed through numerous laws that stifle free speech and the media in an effort to stamp out criticism. 
Opponents of the President have been swiftly silenced-either through prosecution and imprisonment under the new laws or through extra-
legal tactics, including the mysterious disappearances and blatant assassinations of vocal dissidents.” In 2010, the Committee for the 
Protection of Journalists listed Russia as the fourth-most dangerous nation in the world for journalists, which is suspected to be linked to the 
climate of terror fostered against critics of Putin (Favret, op. cit., p. 302n15). Specific examples of such killings in addition to those noted in 
the preceding three footnotes (“investigators of the bombings,” “Mafia whistle-blowers,” and “journalists”) are noted in Washington Post, 
March 6, 2018, “The long, terrifying history of Russian dissidents being poisoned abroad” and Harding, Expensive Poison, Loc.  2242-57, 
3135-54, 3226-30, 3242-67, 3273-77,  3323-4,  3330-32, 3663-7, 3779-80, 3402-24, 4396-4479. Also Harding, Expelled, Loc. 1475-1542; 
Harding, Collusion, Loc. 1876-78.  
29 Harding, Collusion, Loc. 3816-56; Forbes, Oct. 3, 2017, “Donald Trump And The Felon: Inside His Business Dealings With A Mob-
Connected Hustler”; Bloomberg, June 21, 2017, “Trump, Russia, and Those Shadowy Sater Deals at Bayrock.” See also photo of Trump 
with Felix Sater and Tevfik Arik at the launch party for the Trump SoHo project in September 2007, a project that Sater helped develop (NY 
Times, April 5, 2016, “Donald Trump Settled a Real Estate Lawsuit, and a Criminal Case Was Closed”; Washington Post, May 17, 2016, 
“Former Mafia-linked figure describes association with Trump”; Wall Street Journal, Sept. 1, 2016, “Donald Trump and the Mob”). 



                                                                                                                                                                                             
30 Sater was given the office by the Trump organization, and the phone number on his business card previously belonged to an attorney in 
Trump’s general counsel’s office (Forbes, Oct. 3, 2016, as cited above). See also Bloomberg, June 21, 2017, “Trump, Russia, and Those 
Shadowy Sater Deals at Bayrock.”   
31 Sater testified that he saw Trump “on a constant basis” (Forbes, Oct. 3, 2016, as cited above; Bloomberg, June 21, 2017, as cited above; 
see also New Republic, July 13, 2017, “Trump’s Russian Laundromat”). Jody Kriss, an insider in Sater’s firm, Bayrock, which partnered 
with Trump, testified that at one point Sater was meeting with Trump multiple times weekly and saw the Trumps “frequently” (Bloomberg, 
June 21, 2017, as cited above).  A third source reported that Sater and Trump had standing meetings each week (Business Insider, Nov. 23, 
2017, “Trump Organization to distance itself from one of its biggest headaches in the Russia probe”).  
32 Harding, Collusion, Loc. 3808-14. Harding reported: “According to court documents, Sater’s father—originally called Mikhail 
Sheferofsky—was a Mogilevich crime syndicate boss who headed the Russian mafia in Brooklyn. He served prison time in Britain for 
counterfeiting and fraud. In the United States Sater Sr. ran an extortion scheme in Brighton Beach. The charge sheet accused him of 
terrorizing restaurants, food stores, and a local medical clinic. This took place during the 1990s and involved the ‘wrongful use of actual or 
threatened force, violence and fear.’” 
33 Washington Post, May 17, 2016, “Former Mafia-linked figure describes association with Trump”; Wall Street Journal, Sept. 1, 2016, 
“Donald Trump and the Mob”; Forbes, Oct. 3, 2016, as cited above; Harding, Collusion, Loc. 3814-22. 
34 As cited in the note above, also Forbes, Oct. 3, 2016, “Donald Trump And The Felon: Inside His Business Dealings With A Mob-
Connected Hustler”; NY Times, April 5, 2016, “Donald Trump Settled a Real Estate Lawsuit, and a Criminal Case Was Closed”; 
Bloomberg, June 21, 2017, “Trump, Russia, and Those Shadowy Sater Deals at Bayrock”;  Politico, May 22, 2016, “Just What Were 
Donald Trump's Ties to the Mob?”; David Johnston, The Making of Donald Trump, p. 163. 
35 Friends since childhood: Harding, Collusion, Loc. 3910-15. Cohen described himself as Trump’s “fix it guy,” adding, “Anything that he 
needs to be done, any issues that concern him, I handle”  (Wall Street Journal, Jan. 11, 2017, “Intelligence Dossier Puts Longtime Trump 
Fixer in Spotlight”). 
36 Bloomberg, June 21, 2017, as cited above ; Forbes, Oct. 3, 2016, as cited above; Washington Post, May 17, 2016, “Former Mafia-linked 
figure describes association with Trump”; Johnston, The Making of Donald Trump, p. 163. As a one-time business partner of Sater, Ernest 
Mennes, recounted in a court document, Sater called Mennes in 2006 and told Mennes that Sater’s cousin “would electrically shock Mr. 
Mennes’ testicles, cut off Mr. Mennes’ legs, and leave Mr. Mennes dead in the trunk of his car” if Mennes revealed Sater’s criminal record 
(Washington Post, May 17, 2016, as cited above). 
37 Slate, Nov. 17, 2016, “Megyn Kelly: Fox News Had to Explain to Trump Lawyer Why It Would Be Bad if I Were Killed.” Cohen also 
retweeted “let’s gut her” about Megan Kelly, who made uncomplimentary remarks about Trump (ibid.).  
38 NY Times, Aug. 28, 2017, “Trump Associate Boasted That Moscow Business Deal ‘Will Get Donald Elected” 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/28/us/politics/trump-tower-putin-felix-sater.html). See Harding, Collusion, Loc. 3915-27. 
39 Washington Post, June 17, 2016, “Inside Trump’s financial ties to Russia and his unusual flattery of Vladimir Putin.” 
40 NY Times, Aug. 28, 2017, as cited above; Forbes, Oct. 3, 2016, “Donald Trump And The Felon: Inside His Business Dealings With A 
Mob-Connected Hustler”; Bloomberg, Feb. 21, 2017, “Trump Can't Seem to Shake Those Russia Problems”; Harding, Collusion, Loc. 
3827-33; Johnston, The Making of Donald Trump, p. 163. When asked about having been given a tour of Moscow by Sater, Ivanka replied 
that she took “a brief tour of Red Square and the Kremlin” and that it was possible that she sat in Putin’s chair, but she didn’t recall it (NY 
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